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When Frank Estevao Maia, 28, walks across the stage 
to receive his degree on Sunday, May 18 from 
Northern Virginia Community College, he will stand on 
the shoulders of many. His family. His wife. His 
academic advisor and mentor. His friends.  
 
Maia attended the Alexandria and Manassas campuses 
and will graduate summa cum laude with an associate 
of science degree in business administration. He has a 

4.0 GPA and is a member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. 
 
“It’s overwhelming. It really is,” he says. “I had dreamed of getting an education for so long and now it is 
becoming a reality.” 
 
Not only will Maia receive a degree but he will also speak at graduation. His speech, which he has not 
finalized, will center on the themes of opportunity and solidarity. “Regardless of the fact that I spent my 
whole life trying for the opportunity to study, in the end, the opportunity to be where I am today was 
provided to me by others,” Maia says.  
 
He added: “Many students, both foreign and local to a community, struggle to belong. I have lived on 
three continents in several countries. Building a cultural identity has been difficult for me. Being able to 
gain solidarity at NOVA helped me succeed, and we should all aim to offer those ties in society that bind 
people together.” 
 
Maia, who is of Portuguese descent, first wanted to go to college while living in South Africa, but he was 
forced to leave the country at 19 years old after graduating from high school. He was on a student visa 
and could only stay if he went to college, but his family couldn’t afford the tuition. 
 
So he immigrated to Portugal. He arrived with no money and no job. He slept on the streets for a couple 
of nights, eventually landing a job at a restaurant where he worked his way up to assistant manager. 
Later, he began working on a cruise ship where he met his future wife, and the couple made their way to 
the United States in 2011.  
 
A year later he started classes at NOVA. Maia, along with two other students, was recently named a Jack 
Kent Cooke Foundation Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship award recipient. This scholarship provides 
up to $30,000 a year toward tuition, living expenses and required fees for the final two-to-three years 
needed to achieve a bachelor’s degree. 
 
Maia plans to study finance at Georgetown University starting this fall and maybe even pursue a 
graduate degree in the future, either in public policy or political science. His career goal is to alleviate 
the socioeconomic barriers that impede students from attending college.  
 
“Financial hardship hinders education,” he said. “I want to create an easier access to education.” 


